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GOD CARES FOR HIS OWN 


Are we the beloved of God? Are we grounded and stayed fast upon 
to His grace? He will send us what he shall think meet for us. ... He 

will send His children what He knows is good for them, and if they 
7 have any want or need, He will comfort them, so that they may rejoice 
in the midst of their troubles; as St. Paul says, when we have the 
assurance of the love of God that our souls rest upon Him, we may 
rejoice not only for the hope which he gives us of everlasting life, but 
also for His grace in this present life because we know that He loves 
us; although we are afflicted, yet we rejoice because we are persuaded 
that He will turn our afflictions to our salvation, seeing He has already 
given us the feeling that He is taking care of us. Thus we see that 
the grace of God is the beginning first of all goodness then of blessed- 
ness. And it is not without cause that St. Paul joins them together in 
that order. 


—John Calvin, Sermon on I Tim. 1:1-2 
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This is the first Journal to appear 
in our Centennial Year. Like other 
numbers in preparation, it is devoted 
to the everlasting heritage of which 
we are a part. Lest we forget that 
the greatest thinking and theologizing 
the world has ever known is not being 
done in our day, we have quoted, in 
the following pages, several passages 
from Dr. Egbert W. Smith’s fascinat- 
ing book, THE CREED OF PRESBY- 
TERIANS. This former Secretary of 
the Committee of Foreign Missions has 
captured the romance of the West- 
minster Assembly as no other writer 
we have read. 





As Dr. Singer explains in his article, 
“Reformed” is another word for ‘“Cal- 
vinistic.”” Methodists may be evan- 
gelical Christians but they are not 
“Reformed” Christians. A distin- 
guished educator (not a Presbyterian) 
very seriously said to me one day: 
“The future of the Christian Church, 
in my opinion, rests in the hands of 
those who have most faithfully ad- 
hered to the Reformed tradition.” 
What that tradition is many Presby- 
terians do not fully know. To defend 
and propagate it is the mission of the 
Journal. 





An elect lady favored us with a 
four-page epistle this week in which 
she praised the paper and then said 
(and we quote): “But you demand 
that everyone think EXACTLY as you 
do and if they don’t you are ready 
to kick them out of positions of leader- 
ship in the Church. Your group de- 
mands a holiness of life equal to the 
Holy Rollers (don’t smoke, don’t 
dance, but you EAT LIKE HOGS). 
Oh yes you do, think of it, you do, 
you do, you do.” Now in the first 
place, we don’t want to be blamed 
for anyone’s sins but our own. We do 
not eat like hogs. In the second place, 
though we may often be wrong we 
take our stand on the fact that the 
Bible is never wrong. And before we 
start a new theology based on the 
premise that the Confession is fallible, 
we want to see it spelled out in de- 
tail EXACTLY wherein the Confes- 
sion differs from the Bible. 
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MEXICO — Twelve years of plan- 
ning and effort were climaxed Nov. 
29 when in Zitacuaro, Mexico, the new 
Presbyterian church building was dedi- 
cated. Seven hundred people filled 
the main floor and balconies and heard 
two choirs sing beautiful anthems af- 
ter which the newly elected moderator 
of the General Assembly, the Rev. 
David Macias led the dedication cere- 
mony. 


The sermon of the occasion 
was preached by the pastor, the Rev. 
Benjamin Alvarez, who represented 
his Church at the Atlanta Assembly 
last May. All of the funds for the 
construction of the new church came 
from national sources with the excep- 
tion of a challenge gift offered by our 
Presbyterian Mission and a few private 
donations by interested friends in the 
States. 


—John B. Wood 


For: Presbyterian Life 
The Presbyterian Outlook 
The Christian Observer 
The Presbyterian Journal 
Christianity Today 


BY L. NELSON BELL 
Tokyo, Dec. 22 


Presbyterian church circles in 
America have been distressed over the 
growing crisis which has been develop- 
ing within the Korean Presbyterian 
Church during the past year or more, 
and which culminated in the adjourn- 
ment of the Taejon General Assembly 
on September 26th after three days 
of hopeless wrangling and the meeting 
in Seoul of one faction the following 
day, and of the other on November 
24th, also in Seoul; each setting up 
a General Assembly and each claim- 
ing to be the legal Assembly. 


The cause of this split has been 
widely publicized in some circles in 
America as a struggle between con- 
servative and liberal theological forces 
and a basic departure from the faith 
on the part of some of the present- 
day missionaries in Korea. 


The writer would like to state cat- 
egorically that the basic problem is 
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HOPE FOR REUNION IN KOREA 
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not doctrinal; that there is probably 
no church in the world more conserva- 
tive in theology than the Korean Pres- 
byterian Church, while the Presby- 
terian missionaries in Korea, UP-USA, 
U.S. and Australian, have for genera- 
tions been as one in their allegiance 
to the historic evangelical faith. 
Today this same loyalty to the 
conservative theological position is in 
evidence on every hand and has just 
been reaffirmed by these mission- 
airies on the basis of the doctrinal 
statement signed by the Board and 
Professors at the Pyengyang Theologi- 
cal Seminary in 1920. 


Giving wholehearted assent to the 
Westminster Confession of Faith these 
stalwarts of a past generation prepared 
a short statement which embodied the 
basic doctrines in a way easy for all 
to understand. The statement follows: 


1. We believe the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments to be su- 
pernaturally inspired of God, and 
accept them as the only infallible 
rule of faith and life. 


bo 


We believe in the eternal deity 
and the true humanity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the incarnation 
through the Virgin-birth, in His 
perfect sinlessness, in His substi- 
tutionary atonement by His death 
on the cross, in His bodily resur- 
rection and ascension, in His pres- 
ent high priestly ministry for us, 
in His personal return to this earth 
at God’s appointed time in great 
power and glory, in His righteous 
judgment of all nations, in His 
complete victory over all enemies, 
and in His final delivering up the 
the Kingdom to His Father. 


We believe in the living true God 
eternally existing in three persons 
as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


We believe in the absolute Deity 
and true personality of the Holy 
Spirit, and in His agency in crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption, 
especially in the regeneration, 


(Cont. on p. 11) 



















The Virgin Birth 


WASHINGTON—What is the basis 
of belief in Christ’s Virgin Birth? 


Says a prominent Presbyterian sem- 
inary professor in the December 7 
issue of Christianity Today: 


“It rests mainly on our conviction 
that the Holy Spirit is the real author 
of the Scriptures, and that the Virgin 
Birth is adequately affirmed therein.” 


Moreover, asserts Dr. Andrew K. 
Rule, there is a “beautiful harmony” 
between the Virgin Birth and other 
doctrines, though the tie is not one 
of “irrefragable logical connections.” 


Rule, whose Christianity Today ar- 
ticle is entitled “Born of the Virgin 
Mary,” teaches church history and 
apologetics at Louisville Seminary. He 
adds: 


“We cannot maintain that because 
Jesus is very God of very God, our 
sinless Saviour, He could have become 
incarnate only through a virgin birth. 
But we do believe that God Himself 
has told us this was the way it hap- 
pened, and on this basis we are bound 
to believe it.” 





Conference On 
Medical Missions 


WHEATON, ILL. — (PN) — Three 
medical missionaries of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., will be among the 
220 doctors from throughout the world 
who will take part in the first Inter- 
national Medical Missionary Confer- 
ence sponsored here by Wheaton Col- 
lege. The conference, Dec. 27-30, will 
feature still another Presbyterian doc- 
tor and former missionary as one of 
the key speakers. 


Attending will be Dr. Herbert Cod- 
ington, Director of Graham Memorial 
Hospital, Kwangju, Korea; Dr. Joseph 
Wilkerson, surgeon from Changhua, 
Taiwan; and Dr. Robert Phillips, sur- 
geon from Chunju, Korea. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, former mission- 
ary to China for 25 years for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and now a 
member of the Board of World Mis- 
sions and executive editor of Chris- 
tianity Today, will be one of the fea- 
tured speakers. His topic will be the 


“Spiritual Ministry of the Medical 
Missionary.” 
The international conference will 


touch on almost all phases of the work 
of the medical missionary. 
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NOTE: The following item was tak- 
en from THORNWELL LIFE, publica- 
tion of Thornwell Presbyterian Or- 
phanage in Clinton, 8S. C. It was writ- 
ten by Jess Boney, a 10-year-old resi- 
dent of the Orphanage. In it Jess re- 
fers to Miss Inez Tucker, a member 
of the staff, and Dr. M. A. MacDon- 
ald, the president. 





AUGUSTA, Ga. — (PN) — When 
Miss Tucker asked me to go to Au- 
gusta with her and Lucy, my little 
sister, to Reid Memorial (Presby- 
terian) Church and tell them a few 
things about Thornwell, I felt like a 
very little boy. After telling them all 
the nice things I could think of about 
the Virginia Home I took my seat. 


At church we were given a special 
seat on the fifth row, I think it was, 
and right across the aisle from me was 
this handsome man and I thought at 
first I was sitting across from Dr. 
Mac. I was surprised when Miss Tuck- 
er told me I was sitting right across 
the aisle from the President of the 
United States! When I looked up at 
him, I felt like I grew to be big for 
no one but a big boy could sit so close 
to the president. The minister prayed 
for him and for the long trip he was 
going on. Mrs. Eisenhower had some- 
thing white all around her neck and it 
looked like white rabbit hair, but my 
housemother said it was silver mink. 


Before I went to sleep that night 
I asked God to make me a big man 
like the President, but if He couldn’t 


make me that big to please make me 
as big as Dr. Mac. 
—Jess Boney (age 10) 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible vans, though expensive to op. 
erate, have been effectively used in 
several countries by the American Bi- 
ble Society. The van can cover wide 
areas where there are few churches 
and where distance makes it impossible 
for the colporteur to visit regularly and 
frequently. During the next few years, 
the Bible Society looks forward to 
providing Bible vans for at least thirty 
more countries than are now served 
in this way. 





The American Bible Society pro- 
vides the Scriptures for Africa in 
nearly two score languages. Last year 
the Bible Society’s share accounted 
for a total distribution there of nearly 
100,000 copies — the greatest number 
in its history. Most of this was in 
the Congo Basin, where the Bible So- 
ciety serves the Scripture needs of 
over 2,000 missionaries, the majority 
from the United States. 





In the last ten years annual circula- 
tion of the Scriptures in Latin Amer- 
ica increased from 1,935,151 copies 
to 4,758,975 volumes of which the 
American Bible Society provided about 
70%. The results of this work can 
be seen in more rapid accessions to the 
Christian church than in any other 
comparable area of the world. 





The Creed of Presbyterians 


Every statement of essential Cal- 
vinistic doctrine in our Standards, the 
BIBLE substantiates by equally bold 
and bald statements of its own. Yet 
the former is the chosen object of 
attack. The reason is plain. 


In a Christian land, where the Scrip- 
tures are widely reverenced, it is 
cheaper and safer to assault the Pres- 
byterian Standards than to assault the 
Bible. Hence it is that the Presby- 
terian Church has always sustained 
the brunt of the fight for the integ- 
rity of God’s truth. 


“We gratefully acknowledge,” said 
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference 
in its address to the Presbyterian Al- 
liance, “the faithful and unfaltering 
testimony which your Church has 
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borne throughout her entire history 
on behalf of the divine inspiration 
and authority of the Word of God.” 


Said the Baptist Association in its 
greeting to the same body: “The 
Presbyterian Church has been the mag- 
nificent defender of the Word of God 
throughout the ages.” Above al! 
others, she has borne, bears now, and 
will continue to bear, on her name 
the odium, and upon her person the 
blows, provoked by and aimed against 
the Word of God. Humbly yet proud- 


ly she can say to her Lord, “The re- 


proaches of them that reproach Thee 
fell on me.” 


—Dr. Egbert Watson Smith, 


THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS. 


John Knox Press 


1960 
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Graham Plans 
Miami Crusade 


MIAMI, Fla. — (PN) — Dr. J. 
Calvin Rose, pastor of Miami Shores 
Presbyterian Church and president of 
the Miami Council of Churches, is 
chairman of the committee arranging 
a three-week Billy Graham evangelistic 
crusade here beginning March 4, 1961. 


Citing the local need for. spiritual 
revitalization, Dr. Rose added, “We 
also believe the crusade will make an 
impact around the nation, inasmuch 
as it is being held in one of the na- 
tion’s favorite playgrounds.” 


Only the Episcopal Church has vot- 
ed not to support the crusade official- 
ly, although many Episcopal clergy- 
men and laymen will be active in the 
evangelistic effort as individuals. 





NCC Leader Opposes 
Red China Recognition 


ALBANY, N. Y. (RNS) — Com- 
munist China is “not entitled” to be 
recognized by the United States, Er- 
nest A. Gross, chairman of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ Depart- 
ment of International Affairs, de- 
clared here. 


“For the United States to grant 
judicial recognition to the Chinese 
Communist regime so long as it pur- 
sues its present course appears to 
many of us to confer upon that gov- 
ernment a benefit to which it is not 
entitled,” he said in addressing a sem- 
inar sponsored by the Capital Area 
Council of Churches. 


Mr. Gross served as chairman of 
the Fifth World Order Study Confer- 
ence at Cleveland in 1958 which in its 
controversial “‘Message to the 
Churches” proposed the recognition 
of Red China by this country and the 
United Nations. 


At that meeting a statement by Mr. 
Gross on Sino-American relations was 
read to the conference during its 
discussion of the message and made 
part of its official record. In that 


statement Mr. Gross differed with the 
conference on the 
recognition. 


issue of China’s 


Nevada Presbytery Hits 
Legal Gambling 


RENO — (RNS) — This state’s 
legalized gambling has been con- 
demned by the Nevada Presbytery as 
“the worship of a false goddess, Lady 
Luck, and a means of replenishing 
the coffers of persons engaged in im- 
moral activities.” 


The denunciation, the first official- 
ly made by the presbytery, came in a 
resolution adopted as its “answer” to 
what it said was a qualified endorse- 
ment of gambling by Roman Catholic 
Bishop Robert J. Dwyer of Reno. 


Presbytery members include clergy 
and lay elders of 18 Presbyterian 
churches throughout Nevada and near- 
by California communities. 





Kik Resigns From 
Christianity Today 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (EP) —The 
Rev. J. Marcellus Kik has resigned 
as Associate Editor of Christianity 
Today, effective Dec. 31. 


Mr. Kik, who has been with the 
magazine since it was_ established 
nearly four years ago, will devote his 
immediate future to writing books 
and filling evangelistic speaking en- 
gagements. 


No successor has been named. 


—=——————— = es 











Theologian Poses Question 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Could a 
Catholic President conscientiously sign 
a bill establishing a birth control pro- 
gram? 


An answer to this question was giv- 
en here by a prominent Jesuit moral 
theologian who said that “it would 
clearly be wrong for him to approve 
the program, and I am inclined to 
think (although I am still open to con- 
viction on this point) that signing the 
bill would be tantamount to such ap- 
proval.”’ 


However, writing in America, na- 
tional Catholic weekly, Father John R. 
Connery of West Baden College in 
Indiana, offered a Catholic Presiden- 
tial candidate what he said was an- 
other moral means of dealing with the 
problem — use of the Constitutional 
“pocket veto.” 


At the same time, Father Connery 
stressed that “ultimately, the Ameri- 
can public must face the fact that it 
runs some risk in electing any con- 
scientious man to the Presidency,” 
Catholic or not. 


“Since the Constitution gives the 
President the power of veto, our na- 
tion’s Founding Fathers evidently ex- 
pected him to exercise personal discre- 
tion when confronted with legislation. 
He is not expected to be a rubber 
stamp. 





Intellectual Honesty 


“It is curious to note that so far as 
consistency is concerned, the simple- 
minded fundamentalists occupy much 
the stronger position. So much is 
this the case that the sophisticated 
modernist often resorts to dangerous- 
ly obscurantist, anti-intellectualist, ar- 
guments. In thinking of the church, 
not as a body committed to a certain 
belief, but rather a body of friends that 
can share their beliefs at will, mod- 
ernists fail to indicate how we can have 
any common program demanding our 
supreme loyalty, if there is no common 
body of belief as a basis of action or 
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aspiration. Doubtless people may 
change their religious beliefs, and they 
are within their rights to form 
churches of their own. But they can- 
not, without loss of intellectual integ- 
rity, abandon the historic doctrines of 
their church and at the same time 
claim that their beliefs do not differ 
from those of the traditional founders. 
. .. An orthodox Christian might well 
pray for deliverance from friends who 
show so little respect for the dogmas 
which distinguish his from other re- 
ligions.” Morris R. Cohen, AMERI- 
CAN THOUGHT. A CRITICAL 
SKETCH (pp. 191 f.). 








Presbyterianism has a glorious his- 
tory and a priceless heritage. Its 
origins are to be found in the Church 
of the New Testament and its rebirth 
is the climax of the Reformation. Its 
greatness does not lie in what men 
have done or accomplished in their own 
power but in what God has seen fit to 
do through those who have been so sur- 
rendered to His will and have been 
so dedicated to the great truths of the 
Scriptures as to be willing to give 
their very lives for the faith which 
was more than life to them. The his- 
tory of our Church has literally been 
written at times in the blood of its 
martyrs. 


Presbyterianism as a system of be- 
lief and form of church government 
appeared as a result of the Reforma- 
tion. The Reformation, which began 
as a sincere attempt to reform the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of the later Mid- 
dle Ages and to purify it from its cor- 
ruptions, brought forth the Lutheran 
and Reformed (Presbyterian) systems 
on the continent of Europe, and the 
Church of England. These were the 


three great Protestant lines which 
branched away from the Roman 
Church in the 16th Century. Martin 


Luther was the first of the great lead- 
ers of the movement, and he gave to 
the Church which bears his name its 
doctrine and form of church govern- 
ment. Luther blazed the trail for the 
reform of the Church, but his popu- 
larity and influence were greatest in 
Germany and Scandinavia. Although 
a great preacher and Bible teacher, it 
remained for John Calvin, systematic 
theologian, organizer and administra- 
tor, to captivate the other nations of 
Europe. 


John Calvin, a prodigious writer, 
finished the work of reform which 
Luther began. Unlike Luther, the Ge- 
neva theologian had a tremendous in- 
fluence in most of the countries of 
Europe, from Poland and Hungary in 
the east to the British Isles in the 





The Story Of 


PRESBYTERTANISM 


C. GREGG SINGER, Ph.D. 


west. Calvin (1509 - 1564), was born 
in France and received the best educa- 
tion which could be obtained in the 
Europe of that day. Like Luther, he 
went through a time of great spiritual 
distress, although we do not know as 
much about this period of his life as 
we do about Luther’s. We know that 
some time about 1532 he was sud- 
denly converted to a living faith in 
Jesus Christ which completely changed 
the whole course of his life. With his 
brilliant and logical mind, with his 
great sense of dedication to the will 
of God, he set himself to the syste- 
matic study of the Scriptures and set 
forth their teachings in a system which 
has come to be known as the Reformed 
Theology. He left France to spend 
most of his life after 1536 in Geneva, 
Switzerland, making that small city 
the great center of the Reformation 
for all of Europe. 


A word should be said about the 
use of that term “Reformed.” It has 
a technical sense in which the Cal- 
vinistic system is distinguished from 
other Evangelical systems. When we 
speak of ourselves as “Reformed” (a 
word more widely understood on the 
Continent than in America) we mean 
that we are Calvinists rather than 
Lutherans, Angelicans, Moravians, or 
what have you. There are Reformed 
Churches (Netherlands, Germany), 
Huguenot Churches (France), and 
Presbyterian Churches (Scotland), but 
the common denominator is “Re- 
formed.” 


Slowly, but surely, the Reformed 
Theology spread to France, Poland, 
Hungary, Bohemia, the Netherlands, 
Germany, England, Scotland, Ireland, 
and finally to the new world of Amer- 
ica. In Scotland the Calvinistic group 
became known as the Presbyterian 
church. In England they were the 
Puritans. Elsewhere they were known 
as the Reformed church. 


CALVINISM IN ENGLAND 
At first the Calvinists in England 
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under Queen Elizabeth were a part 
of the Church of England. It had 
been her plan to establish a national 
church with an episcopal type of gov- 
ernment which she could control, and 
a statement of doctrine which would 
please most Englishmen. This plan 
to make it possible for high Anglicans 
and the Puritans to be in one organi- 
zation for the purpose of having a 
united England did not really satisfy 
any of the groups in the nation. Neith. 
er on the one hand, those who really 
wanted to return to the Roman Cath- 
olic church, nor on the other hand, 
the Puritans, who wanted a much 
simpler and more Biblical form of 
government, liked the Established 
Church, as it was called. 


Under James I (1603 - 1625), the 
Puritans gained tremendous influence 
in Parliament and became quite out- 
spoken in their opposition to the ab- 
solute monarchy of James and to his 
religious policy for the people. Under 
Charles I, the Puritan opposition final- 
ly became so strong that the nation 
arose in revolt under Oliver Cromwell, 
and in the civil war which followed 
Charles was driven from the throne. 
The Puritan party, often closely iden- 
tified with Presbyterianism proper be- 
cause of Scotland’s political ties with 
Parliament at this time, for a while 
(13 years, to be exact) gained control 
of the government. 


THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY 


In 1643 Parliament called the West- 
minster Assembly, (so named because 
of the place where it met), to write a 
confession of faith and a plan of 
church government for England which 
would join England and Scotland in a 
Reformed faith. As a result of the 
Solemn League and Covenant of this 
same year Scotland was an integral 
part of the endeavor. This Westmin- 
ster Assembly is one of the most in- 
portant, if not the most important, 
such assembly in the entire history of 
the Christian Church. It is certainly 
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the most important assembly in the 
history of Presbyterianism, for it pro- 
duced the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and the Larger and Shorter Cat- 
echisms which have, ever since, re- 
mained the doctrinal foundation of 
Presbyterianism wherever it is found. 


Many believe this Assembly to have 
been the climax of the Reformation. 
Its membership included many of the 
most learned and truly Christian lead- 
ers of the day among the English 
speaking peoples. As an Assembly of 
Christian scholars it has never been 
surpassed; it is doubtful that it has 
ever been equalled. It gave to the 
work of Calvin, especially, but the 
other reformers as well, a rich mar- 
velous expression, permanence, and in- 
fluence which are truly amazing. It 
was frankly Presbyterian in name and 
in character. Presbyterianism thus 
became the completion of the reforma- 
tion of the doctrine and government 
of the Church according to the teach- 
ings of the Bible, for English speak- 
ing peoples. 


PRESBYTERIANISM IN AMERICA 


Just at this time when Presby- 
terianism was coming into prominence 
in England, the settlement of the Eng- 
lish colonies in the New World began 
and Puritans and Presbyterians took 
a leading part in the colonization pro- 
gram. Everyone knows of the Puri- 
tan settlements in New England. Al- 
though these Puritans were spiritual 
brothers of the Presbyterians back 
home, the connection was more in- 
formal as they came to the New World 
before the Westminster Assembly sat. 
John Cotton, leader of the New Eng- 
landers, was invited to attend the As- 
sembly but did not go. 


By 1707 the Presbyterians of the 
Middle Colonies were numerous 
enough to form the first presbytery in 
America. Within a few years the 
first synod was formed and, through 
the missionary efforts of Francis 
Makemie and other Presbyterians, the 
movement spread from New York and 
Pennsylvania into Virginia and the 
Carolinas. As a result, in 1787, the 
first General Assembly was held. 


The original growth of Presby- 
terianism in the Middle Colonies was 
largely due to the huge emigration of 
Scots and Scotch-Irish (Scots who had 
fled to Ireland in times of persecu- 
tion). For instance, over 30,000 
Presbyterians arrived from Ireland 
alone in the two years 1771-1773. And 
at the time of the Revolutionary war 


it was reliably estimated that 2 million 
of the 3 million persons in the Colonies 
were Calvinists (Reformed) of some 
sort. 


As Presbyterianism spread south- 


ward, and then westward over the 
mountains, it remained true to its 
heritage. As early as 1729, by the 


Adopting Act, the Church proclaimed 
its loyalty to the Westminster Con- 
fession and to the Catechisms declar- 
ing them to be its standard of doctrine 
and government. 


THE SOUTHERN CHURCH 


In 1861 the Presbyterians of the 
South formed their own Church and 
separated from those in the North. 
It has often been asserted that slavery 
caused the split in Presbyterianism. 
The famous Gardiner-Spring Resolu- 
tion offered to the General Assembly 
of 1860 was the occasion for the di- 
vision. Northern leaders managed to 
pass a resolution committing the Pres- 
byterian Church officially to the sup- 
port of the political power and policies 
of the federal government in regard 
to secession. However, this “straw” 
which finally broke the back of the 
Church was only the culmination of 
a long history of tension. 


The issues lay much deeper than 
politics. Presbyterianism in the North 
had long been invaded by heresies. 
Liberal theology had already virtually 
taken over New England — today the 
center of both Universalism and Chris- 
tian Science. Many ministers in the 
North had departed from the standards 
of the Church contained in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith. In 1837 
this had already led to one split in the 
Church between the “New School” 
and the “Old School” Parties. The 
Presbyterians of the South were over- 
whelmingly in favor of the “Old 
School” viewpoint and they also took 
a strong stand against political ac- 
tivity on the part of the Church. They 
felt that such activity was contrary 
to the Gospel and to the historic po- 


sition of Presbyterianism. 

In 1861 the first General Assembly 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church 
met in Augusta, Georgia, (in the First 
Presbyterian Church building which is 
still standing), reaffirming their loy- 
alty to historic Presbyterianism and to 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. After the 
defeat of the Confederacy, the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. was in a strong 
position doctrinally to proclaim the 
Gospel, even though its members had 

(Cont. on p. 9) 





1643-1648 


The Westminster Assembly was 
a representative body, called by the 
English Parliament, made up of one 
hundred and twenty-one divines, 
eleven lords, twenty commoners, 
from all the counties of England 
and the Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, with seven Commis- 
sioners from Scotland. Many of 
them jeopardized their livings by 
accepting Parliament’s appoint- 
ment and after the Restoration 
cheerfully sacrificed their earthly 
all for conscience’ sake. 


It was an elect assembly. On 
every side were men conspicuous 
for learning, eloquence, and piety; 
professors not only of the sacred 
but also of the secular sciences; 
Deans, Masters, and Heads of Col- 
leges, Vice Chancellors in the great 
Universities. Their Moderator was 


Dr. Twisse, scholar and theologian 
of continental fame, whose ruling 
passion may be inferred from his 
“Now, at 


death-bed utterance, 





The Westminster Assembly 


length, I shall have leisure to fol- 
low my studies to all eternity.” 


Nor were they scholars and the- 
ologians alone. Amongst them 
were thinkers of various types — 
orators, statesmen, hymnists, saints 
— men in every way qualified to 
voice the deepest religious convic- 
tions and embody in symbols and 
institutions the intense life of that 
marvelous spiritual revival which 
produced “statesmen like Hampden, 
soldiers like Cromwell, poets like 
Milton, preachers like Howe, the- 
ologians like Owen, dreamers like 
Bunyan, hymnists like Watts, com- 
mentators like Henry, saints like 
Baxter.” 


Philip Schaff, the great church 
historian, said: “Whether we look 
at the extent or ability of its labors, 
or its influence upon future genera- 
tions, it stands first among Protes- 
tant Councils.” 


—Dr. Egbert Watson Smith 


THE CREED OF 
PRESBYTERIANS 
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Who follows in their train?— 


THE EXAMINATION OF 


Anne Askew 


GORDON H. CLARK, Ph.D. 


Our knowledge of the examination 
of Anne Askew is based on letters 
which she wrote at the time, begin- 
ning in March 1545. The following 
are excerpts. 


“First, Christopher Dare examined 
me at Sadler’s Hall and asked if I did 
not believe that the sacrament hang- 
ing over the altar was the very body 
of Christ. Then I asked him, Why 
was Stephen stoned to death? When 
he said he could not tell, I replied 
that I would not answer him either. 


“Then a priest came and also asked 
about the sacrament of the altar. But 
as he was obviously a papist, I de- 
sired to be excused from answering. 
Yet he asked if I did not think that 
private masses were of help to de- 
parted souls. I replied that it is 
idolatry to believe more in them than 
in the death of Christ. 


“The bishop’s chancellor next re- 
buked me for quoting the Scriptures, 
for, he said, the Apostle forbade wom- 
en to speak or to talk of the Word 
of God. I answered him that I knew 
St. Paul’s meaning as well as he did, 
when the Apostle wrote that a woman 
ought not to preach in the congrega- 
tion. And I asked the chancellor how 
many women he had seen preaching. 
When he said, none, I continued, 
Then you ought to find no fault with 
poor women, except they have offend- 
ed the law. 


“Then I was held in jail for eleven 
days during which time none of my 
friends was permitted to visit me. 
On March 23 my cousin Britain tried 
to get me out on bail, but the officer 
said that the charge was too serious 
for bail. However, the Bishop of 
London granted another examination. 

“The bishop examined me at length 
on the sacrament of the altar, and I 
always answered that I would believe 
Scripture. Then he asked me why I 
had so few words, and I answered 
that God had given me the gift of 
knowledge but not of utterance, and 
that Solomon wrote that a woman of 
few words is the gift of God. The 


bishop asked if I would attend mass 
on Easter Sunday. This I resolutely 
refused to do. The bishop was dis- 
pleased, but after a time accepted 
bai! and I was released.” 


The next year, 1546, Anne Askew 
was arrested again, and wrote the fol- 
lowing documents: 


“Your request concerning my fellow 
prisoners I am not able to satisfy be- 
cause I did not hear their examina- 
tion; but the effect of mine was this: 
First, Mr. Kyme questioned me. But 
I answered that my lord chancellor 
knew my mind in the matter already. 
Mr. Kyme said it was the king’s pleas- 
ure that I should open the matter 
fully. I replied that I would not do 
so unless the king, like Solomon, 
would be willing to hear the testimony 
of a simple woman. 


“Then the lord chancellor came and 
questioned me about the sacrament. 
My answer was that I believe that as 
often as I, in a Christian congrega- 
tion, receive the bread in remem- 
brance of Christ’s death, I receive 
also the fruits of His most glorious 
passion. n.b. in effect, this denies 
private masses as well as transubstan- 
tiation. ) 


“The next Sunday I was so extremely 
ill that I thought I might die. I asked 
to see Mr. Latimer, but this was not 
granted. Sick as I was, they took 
me to Newgate, where on Tuesday 
the Lord was pleased to renew my 
strength. At Newgate Mr. Rich and 
the Bishop of London came to per- 
suade me, but I did not esteem their 
glossing pretences. Then Nicholas 
came and urged me to recant. I told 
him that it had been good for him 
never to have been born. 


“Next Mr. Rich sent me to the Tower 
where he and one other charged me 
to name any others who shared my 
faith, They asked me about Lady 
Suffolk, Lady Sussex, Lady Hertford, 
Lady Denny, and Lady Fitzwilliam. 


I replied that I was not able to prove 
any evil against them. 


“Then they put me on the rack be- 
cause I confessed no ladies or gentle- 
men to be of my opinion, and they 
kept me on the rack a long time. (The 
rack was an instrument of torture, 
consisting of two axles about six feet 
or so apart. The victim’s ankles were 
tied to the two ends of one axle and 
her hands to the other. Then by a 
rachet she was pulled so that her 
joints were loosened.) Because I did 
not cry, my lord chancellor and Mr. 
Rich racked me with their own hands 
until I was nigh dead. The lieutenant 
then loosed the rack and I fainted. 
After I recovered from the faint, they 
sat me on the stone floor and ques- 
tioned me for two hours. They urged 
me to recant, but I said I would rath- 
er die than break my faith.” 


Anne Askew was now released for 
a time while she recovered from her 
torture. Then she was arrested again 
and wrote and signed the following 
confession: 


“I, Anne Askew, of good memory, do 
confess myself here a sinner before 
the throne of his heavenly majesty, 
desiring his forgiveness and mercy... 
But this is the heresy which they re- 
port me to hold, that after the priest 
has spoken the words of consecration, 
there remaineth bread still. They 
both say and teach it for a necessary 
article of faith, that after these words 
be spoken, there remaineth no bread, 
but even the self-same body that hung 
upon the cross on Good Friday, both 
flesh, blood, and bone. To this be- 
lief of theirs, I say, Nay . . . Concern- 
ing your mass as it is now used in 
our days, I say and believe it to be 
the most abominable idol that is in 
the world. For my God will not be 
eaten with the teeth, neither yet dieth 
he again; and upon these words that 
I have now spoken will I suffer death.” 


Anne Askew, born to wealth and 
prosperity, could have enjoyed life if 
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she had not chosen to follow Christ. 
After signing the confession she was 
condemned to die. She was carried to 
Smithfield, the place of execution, in 
a chair because her tortures had made 
it impossible for her to walk. She 
was tied to the stake by a chain that 
held up her body. Three others were 
also brought with her to suffer for 
the same offence. They were Nicho- 
las Belenian, a priest; John Adams, a 
tailor; and John Lacels, a gentleman 
of the court and household of Henry, 
VIII. 


When the wood had been piled 
around them, Dr. Shaxton preached a 
sermon. During the sermon, where he 
said something Scriptural, Anne Askew 
would approve it; but where he spoke 
error, she said, “He misseth the mark 
and speaketh without the Book.” 


After the sermon the four martyrs 
prayed. A great crowd stood around, 
kept back by a railing. In seats of 
honor, or rather dishonor, sat Wrisley, 
the Chancellor of England, the old 
Duke of Norfolk, the old Earl of Bed- 
ford, the Lord Mayor, and others. 
Then the Lord Chancellor offered 
Anne Askew a letter of pardon, if she 
would recant; but she refused to look 
at the letter, saying that she had not 
come to this place to deny her Lord 
and Master. Pardons were also of- 
fered to the other three, and they like- 
wise refused. 


Then the Lord Mayor commanded 
the fire to be put to them and cried 
out, Fiat Justitia. And thus Anne and 
her three companions were swallowed 
up in the flames as sacrifices to God. 

* *« + * * 


Dr. Clark is Professor of Philosophy, 
Butler University, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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suffered along with the South in the 
war and the Reconstruction era. 


Throughout its history of one hun- 
dred years, the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. has remained true to the Refor- 
mation, to the Westminster standards, 
and to the Word of God upon which it 
is founded. Growing steadily in mem- 
bership it has had an influence in 
shaping American religious life far 
out of proportion to its numerical 
size and its regional boundaries. In 
theological integrity, stewardship, mis- 
sionary activity, evangelism and edu- 
cation, it has led and continues to lead 
the way. 

* * * 7 *” 

Dr. Singer is Professor of History, 

Catawba College, Salisbury, N. C. 


JOHN LEIGHTON WILSON -PIONEER 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY 


John Leighton Wilson was not the 
first missionary sent to the foreign 
field by our Church; that honor be- 
longs rather to the Rev. and Mrs. 
George Washington Boggs, who went 
to India in 1832. But Wilson fol- 
lowed to Africa a year later, and in 
the providence of God, became not 
only a great missionary but a missions 
statesman. 


He was born in Sumter County, S. 
C., on March 25, 1809, a son of Wil- 
liam Wilson, an esteemed Presbyterian 
elder. He was educated at Darlington 
and Winnsboro, and also spent a year 
studying with his uncle, the Rev. Rob- 
ert W. James of Indiantown. So well 
prepared was he that he graduated 
from Union College, New York, in 
two years. After teaching one term 
at Mount Pleasant near Charleston, 
he entered Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary in 1830. There he became the 
first student President of the Society 
of Missionary Inquiry. He credits his 
friend John B. Adger with much of 
his early missions zeal. 


In the autumn of 1833 Wilson went 
on an exploring expedition to Africa 
where he fixed upon Cape Palmas in 
Liberia as the place to locate a mis- 
sion. There he took his bride, the 
former Miss Jane E. Bayard of Sa- 
vannah, in 1834 and labored for seven 
years. During their residence at Cape 
Palmas several hundred native youth 
of both sexes were educated; a church 
was formed of thirty or forty mem- 
bers; the language was for the first 
time reduced to writing; and portions 
of the New Testament and other re- 
ligious books translated into it. A 
dictionary and grammar of the lan- 
guage were also published. In 1842, 
when the Board moved the Wilsons 
to the Gaboon, the fruits of this Li- 
beria mission were turned over to the 
Episcopal station located at the same 
place. 


The Wilsons served at the Gaboon 
from 1842 until 1853, when the failure 
of their health compelled their return 
to America. In their second mission 


field the language was reduced to 
writing for the first time, considerable 
portions of the New Testament were 
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translated, schools were established 
and a church organized. Dr. Wilson 
wrote a volume on WESTERN AF- 
RICA which is still useful. He wrote a 
paper on the evils of the slave trade 
which kept the British fleet near the 
coast of Western Africa to prevent 
this traffic. 


From 1853 to the outbreak of the 
Confederate War, Wilson served as 
one of the Secretaries of the Presby- 
terian Board of Foreign Missions lo- 
cated in New York. While in that 
post he persuaded his personal phy- 
sician, Dr. John C. Hepburn, to go 
as a missionary to Japan. Wilson’s 
history of foreign missions also re- 
cords the going to Japan of Dr. Sam- 
uel R. Brown of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, like Wilson an early graduate 
of Columbia Theological Seminary. 
These two men, Hepburn and Brown, 
had the major part in translating the 
Bible into Japanese and presenting 
it to that vigorous people. As a Sec- 
retary of the Presbyterian Board, Dr. 
Wilson also took the leading part in 
persuading the Board to send Rev. A. 
G. Simonton to Brazil and so in open- 
ing the great work of our Church 
there. 


In 1861 Wilson left New York to 
return to South Carolina in order “to 
suffer with his people.” On leaving 
it was agreed that the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church would take over the 
missions to the Indians in the South- 
west. At the first General Assembly 
in Augusta, the foreign missionary 
spirit was so great that the Church 
deliberately inscribed on her banner 
as she unfurled it to the world, her 
Lord’s last command, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature,” regarding this as the 
great end of her organization, and 
obedience to it as the indispensable 
condition of her Lord’s promised bless- 
ing. 


Dr. Wilson was made Secretary of 
Foreign Missions by the newly organ- 
ized Southern Church and in 1863 the 
task of Domestic Missions was like- 
wise laid upon his shoulders. In the 
period of Reconstruction, he was 


(Cont. on p. 10) 














EDITORIAL 





The Year In Religion 


1959 was in many respects a ban- 
ner year in the world of religion and 
in the life of Presbyterianism. June 
saw celebrations in Geneva to observe 
the 450th anniversary of the birth of 
John Calvin, giant of the Reforma- 
tion. Earlier commemorations were 
held at his birthplace at Noyon, 
France, to mark the fourth centenary 
of the French Reformed (Calvinistic) 
Church. 


Brazil also had Calvin anniversary 
celebrations. The occasion was the 
18th General Council of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance in Sao Paulo in 
July, which coincided with the 1959 
Presbyterian Centennial in Brazil, 
where Protestantism has had its big- 
gest gains in Latin America. 


In Tokyo, many foreign churchmen 
took part in observances of the 100th 
anniversary of the beginning of 
Protestant missions in their homeland. 


At home, plans began to take shape 
for a great Centennial celebration in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Elsewhere in the world the religious 
picture was not so bright. New chap- 
ters were written, sometimes in blood, 
in the Red war on religion. In East 
Germany, Communist propagandists 
lashed out at Lutheran Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Berlin after he had pub- 
lished a pamphlet in which he main- 
tained that a totalitarian state does 
not constitute a “supreme authority” 
to which Christians owe allegiance in 
any Biblical sense. Reports from 
Budapest confirmed that the leaders 
of the Protestant and R. Catholic 
Churches in Hungary have been 
stripped of their administrative func- 
tions and the real “boss” is the State 
Office for Church Affairs. Reports 
reaching Hong Kong from the China 
mainland revealed the growing dismal 
plight of Chinese Protestants as 
churches continued to be closed and 
believers to be accused of using re- 
ligion to mask illegal activities. 


In the U. S. controversy boiled over 
several issues. The Church - State 
dispute was a live issue between 


Protestants and R. Catholics in sev- 
eral states, where the matter of re- 


leased-time classes for public school 
children, of tax-paid transportation for 
parochial school children and other 
matters found their way in and out 
of the courts. In several states the 
reading of the Bible and the saying of 
simple prayers in public schools were 
taken to court by atheists and others 
claiming protection for their disbelief 
under the American Constitution. 


Another live issue in 1959 was that 
of Sabbath Observance. In Pennsyl- 
vania and New Jersey, among other 


states, the courts supported com- 
munities seeking to close business 
establishments on Sunday. Several 


cases are pending before various courts 
involving convictions and appeals from 
conviction under so-called ““Blue Laws” 
as the growth of secularism and ma- 
terialism in American life has flared 
into the open. 


Pornography in literature, immor- 
ality in public and private life and 
scandals in the broadcasting industry 
took their share of attention with 
many hoping that a wide-spread re- 
action will set in against indifference 
and carelessness in both theology and 
morals. 





For evangelical Protestants, a major 
1959 development was Billy Graham’s 
crusades in Australia and New Zea- 
land, where the American evangelist 
received the greatest response of his 
career. In connction with the evident 
world wide growth of conservative 
Christianity, the British Council of 
Churches had occasion to take special 
note of a “revival of a very evangeli- 
cal form of Christian faith.” 


Remarkable developments occurred 
in the Roman Catholic world. Pope 
John, in a historic decision in January, 
announced an Ecumenical Council at 
which Christian unity would be a 
major topic. However, it was made 
plain that Council participation would 
be limited to members of the “true” 
Church only, namely the Roman 
Church. However, Roman scholars in 
the U. S. proposed steps towards the 
translation of a unified Bible which 
would be acceptable to both Protes- 
tants and R. Catholics. And in Rome 
it was disclosed that the Pontifical 
Commission of Historical Sciences is 
planning a study of the Reformation 
and will ask Protestant historians to 
join the project. In one embarrassing 





move the hierarchy canceled the ex- 


periment in France with “worker 
priests” due to the inclination of the 
clerics to develop Communist sympa- 
thies when placed in too close contact 
with shop, mill and bench. 


That aggressive part of the religious 
world for whom Unity is a paramount 
doctrine lifted its sights yet further. 
In Chicago, Dr. Pelikan of the Federat- 
ed Theological Faculty proposed discus- 
sions between Christians and Jews 
looking toward eventual unity. And 
in Atlantic City the Divisions of Home 
and Foreign Missions of the NCC 
boldly called for greater integration 
in structure and operation of the 
world-wide missionary enterprises. 


In November, the American Uni- 
tarian Association approved a union 
with the Universalist Church of Amer- 
ica which, after prolonged controversy, 
omitted the name of Jesus from its 
constitution. 


The final year of the fifties was 
made memorable also as Churches here 
and abroad mustered strong support 
behind the World Refugee Year, 
launched to stimulate the free world 
to greater efforts in the face of the 
staggering problem posed by 15,- 
000,000 homeless and suffering in 
Europe, North Africa and the Near 
and Middle East. 





A record-breaking increase of 5,- 
368,063 in 1958 brought church mem- 
bership in the United States to an all- 
time high of 109,557,741, or 63% of 
the country’s estimated population of 
173,374,000. Of the grand total of 
church members, 61,504,669 were 
counted Protestants, 39,509,508 were 
estimated under that Church’s unique 
system to be Roman Catholics, 5,- 
500,000 Jews and 2,545,318 Eastern 
Orthodox. 


Let us resolve to make 1960 a year 
of devoted, earnest prayer and wit- 
ness to our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ that He may overrule His en- 
emies and bring about a great revival 
of His Gospel in the hearts of men 
who call themselves Christians as well 
as in the vast areas of the earth where 
His Name is not named. 


J. L. WILSON—From p. 9 

mightly used of God in holding to- 
gether our poverty-stricken churches 
in the home land. He was trusted in 
the border states and even in the 
North, and thus received and wisely 
used funds to hold and extend the 
Church’s lines. In particular he is 
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credited with saving Texas for our 
Church. Yet in the deepest hours of 
local need the foreign fields were not 
forgotten. Indeed every year of Re- 
construction saw a new foreign mis- 
sion established under his heroic lead- 


ership. 
* * * og oe 


Dr. Robinson is Chairman of the 
Sub-Committee, Centennial of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 
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sanctification, 
of believers. 


and _ glorification, 


We believe that all men are sin- 
ners in the sight of God, and that 
the wages of sin is death, involv- 
ing everlasting separation from 
God in the case of the finally im- 
penitent. 


or 


6. We believe that all who receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ by faith as 
their Savior have been born again 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and thereby become the 
children of God; and that there is 
no other way of salvation. 


We believe in the actual resurrec- 
tion of the bodies both of the just 
and the unjust, and in life ever- 
lasting for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 


To the above the Korean mission- 
aries have now added the following ad- 
ditional statement: 


“It is our deep concern that faith 
in these historic affirmations be trans- 
lated into consistent Christian living, 
for Christianity is not only faith in 
the Person and Work of Christ, but 
also a way of life proceeding from this 
faith, in which Christ has the preem- 
inence in our personal lives and our 
relationships with others. 


What then is the issue, and why 
the schism? 


The writer has been a member of a 
special team of inquiry and reconcilia- 
tion sent to Korea especially to find 
out. He participated in a num- 
ber of meetings with representatives 
of the rival factions held in various 
places in Korea, and then in joint 
meetings with men from both sides. 
Also in a most encouraging meeting 


(Cont. on p. 19) 


A Layman And His Church 


IT’S A QUICK WORLD 


The heading of this editorial is 
neither grammatically nor scientifically 
correct but we hope it makes you 
think. 


The processes of communication, 
coupled with scientific know-how, have 
given us a world so different from 
that of our pioneer fathers that few 
of us begin to realize the implications. 


Last night the writer left Los An- 
geles by jet airliner, spent four hours 
in Tokyo and now (noon) is well on 
his way to Korea. In the Tokyo air- 
port planes were leaving for every 
part of the globe. It was possible to 
place a phone call in the airport and 
in a few minutes hear a familiar voice 
at the other end of the connection — 
10,000 miles away. 


On every hand we see tremendous 
changes taking place. We have just 
been reading a late newspaper printed 
in English, handed us by a Chinese 
Stewardess. In it we read of the in- 
ter-tribal riots in Luluabourg (where 
we have missionaries); of President 
Eisenhower’s conferences in Pakistan 
and of his arrival in Afghanistan; of 
speculation by Far Eastern leaders as 
to Nehru’s successor; of a measure of 
quiet in the Canal Zone; of most re- 
cent developments in the current 
abortive revolt in Brazil . . . the whole 
world at one’s finger tips and in many 
ways a world in ferment and un- 
certainty. 


The latest issue of Newsweek — 
dated yet four days in the future — 
tells of what will happen in the decade 
beginning next year — the “golden 
sixties’’. 


But what will happen, even tomor- 
row? How long will God permit men 
and women to ignore Him? How long 
will He continue to be crowded out 
of His own universe? How long be- 
fore men and nations come to see that 
it is with Him all will eventually have 
to do? 


God has endowed men with tre- 
mendous gifts and potentials. But 


along with these He has also given 
them a revelation of Himself. Only 
as man learns of spiritual values and 
permits them to control that which 
is material is he found in the way 
God has planned for him. It is the 
frightening disregard for God on the 
part of those who have the opportunity 
to know Him; and the indifference 
of those who know Him which raises 
the imponderable as to the future. 


God is not mocked; if man continues 
to sow the seeds of rejection or indif- 
ference then the harvest of God’s 
judgment is utterly certain. In the 
revelation given in the Person and 
Work of His Son man can through 
faith, come to know God and enter a 
restored fellowship broken by sin. 


To the Church is given the custody 
of the supreme message of the ages. 
Man has made material strides; his 
scientific advances stagger the imagi- 
nation; the world in which we live is 
becoming smaller each moment. In 
the face of these demonstrable truths 
what is the Church doing with the 
Gospel message? Is she proclaiming 
that Christ died for our sins accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and that He 
was buried and rose from the dead 
according to those same Scriptures? 
Has this become a muted note in the 
Church of Jesus Christ? Are there 
other concerns (the fruits of the Gos- 
pel) which are preempting the basic 
message of the Cross? 


We live in a quick world; in a world 
in which we may through neglect and 
indifference, fail at the one point that 
counts for eternity. Paul speaks pro- 
phetically of a day when every man’s 
work shall be tested as by fire. To 
stand that testing is our gravest re- 
sponsibility and the unknown equation 
of the moment. 


Yes, we do live in a quick world. 
Before you can read this the writer 
will have left Tokyo on a Tuesday 
evening at 11 P. M. and arrived (d.v.) 
in San Francisco at 8 P. M. the same 
date !!! 

—L. N. B. 





Doctrine is the necessary foundation of duty; if the theory is not correct, the practice cannot be right. 


—Tryon Edwards, quoted in DICTIONARY OF THOUGHTS, Hanover House. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 24, 1960 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Converting Power of The Gospel 


Bible Material: Acts 15:36-16:40; Philippians 2:12-18 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-11 


“IT am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith: as it is written, the just shall live by 
faith” (Rom. 1:16,17). Paul knew this was true for 
he saw multitudes of men and women converted under 
its power. He saw God working in these converts 
both to will and to do of His good pleasure. They 
were a great source of joy to Him. 


This was pre-eminently true of the church at Phi- 
lippi, one of the churches we study about in today’s 
lesson. In Phil. 2:12-18 (part of our Bible material) 
we read: “That ye may be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world; holding forth the Word of Life; 
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have 
not run in vain, neither labored in vain. Yea, and 
if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your 
faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. For the same 
cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me”. There is 
always joy when people are converted. When Philip 
preached to the Samaritans there was great joy in that 
city. 

Our Devotional Reading is from Isa. 55:6-11 where 
the prophet compares the preaching of the Word to 
the rain that comes down from heaven refreshing the 
earth: “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven . . . so shall my Word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall 
go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the 
mountains and the hills shall break forth before you 
into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands”. 


I heard my older brother preach on this chapter 
once and he said that when he was converted all nature 
took on a different look to him, he was so happy. It 
is no wonder that people sometimes shout for joy. 
More shouting, if it came from the heart, would do us 
all good. In the book of Psalms the expression, “Praise 
ye the Lord”, is constantly used to express the feeling 
of the writers. I notice in my Bible that the chapter 
heading over Isa. 55 reads, “Happy state of believers”. 
It is indeed a “Happy State” when we pass from dark- 
ness to light and from the slavery of sin into the glor- 
ious liberty of the sons of God. As Jesus so beauti- 
fully expresses it in Luke 15, there is joy in heaven 





PAGE 13 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JANUARY 6. 


when one sinner is saved; there is joy on earth and in 
the hearts of those who are converted and of those 
who preach the Word of the Lord. 


Turning to our Scripture in Acts let us see the 
converting power of the Gospel as Paul and Silas set 
out on Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. 


I. Separation of Paul and Barnabas: Acts 15:36-41 


Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go again and visit 
our brethren in every city where we have preached 
the Word of the Lord, and see how they do”. This 
was very natural. They had rested long enough; it 
was time to start out again. Barnabas determined to 
take John Mark with them, but Paul did not think 
it wise to take him after he had earlier deserted them 
and gone back to Jerusalem (see Acts 13:13). The 
contention was so sharp between these two close 
friends that they separated, Barnabas taking Mark and 
sailing for Cyprus while Paul chose Silas and went 
to the mainland of Syria and Celicia. Later Paul came 
to think better of John Mark and he wrote to Timothy 
in II Timothy 4:11, “Bring Mark with thee; for he is 
profitable to me for the ministry”. This young man 
was given a “second chance” and he evidently made 
good. God has granted to many of us a second or 
even a third chance. This separation of Paul and 
Barnabas seemed a tragic thing at the time for Barna- 
bas had meant a lot to Paul, but God overruled it 
for His glory. Now there were two pairs of mission- 
aries instead of one, and we see that John Mark re- 
deemed himself and showed himself a worthy disciple. 


II. Timothy joins them: Acts 16:1-5 


Paul and Silas arrived in Derbe and Lystra where 
a young man named Timothy, whose mother was a 
Jewess and his father a Greek, joined the party. He 
was a promising convert and Paul came to think a 
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great deal of him. He called him “my dearly beloved 
son”, wrote the two letters I and II Timothy to him giv- 
ing him advice and directions as to church organization 
and conduct. Notice these words: “To Timothy, my 
dearly beloved son: grace, mercy and peace, from God 
the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God... 
that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in 
my prayers night and day; greatly desiring to see thee, 
being mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled with 
joy; when I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that 
in thee also” (II Tim. 1:3-5). 


As they went through the cities they delivered the 
decrees of the apostles and the churches were strength- 
ened in the faith and increased in number daily. 


III. The Vision of the man of Macedonia: 16:6-13 


Being forbidden of the Holy Spirit to preach the 
Word in Asia or to go into Bithynia they came down to 
Troas across the sea from Greece. A vision appeared 
to Paul in the night: “There stood a man of Mace- 
donia (a providence of Greece) and prayed him, say- 
ing, Come over into Macedonia and help us!” Paul 
gathered from this vision that God was calling them 
into Greece and so they loosed from Troas and came 
to Philippi which was a chief city of that part of Mace- 
donia and a Roman colony. On the Sabbath they 
went out by a river side where they supposed there 
was a place of prayer and preached to the women 
who gathered there. 


IV. The conversion of Lydia: 16:14-15 


Some has said that the “man” of Macedonia was a 
woman. Their first convert was a business woman, 
Lydia, a seller of purple, who worshiped God. Chris- 
tianity has meant much to the women of the world, and 
women have been some of the most devoted followers 
of Christ. It was this way when He was on earth. No 
woman denied Him or betrayed Him. The descrip- 
tion of the conversion of Lydia is _ interesting: 
... ‘whose heart the Lord opened”. It was like the open- 
ing of a rosebud to the rays of the sun. I wonder if 
there are not a lot of conversions just like hers? Some 
are very different as we shall see later on in our lesson. 


Lydia was baptized, “and her household.” This is 
one of the “household baptisms” of the New Testa- 
ment. It is to be presumed that there were children 
in at least some of those households. Paul and his 
company made her home their headquarters. 


V. The damsel with an evil spirit: 16:16-18 


This poor slave girl, possessed with a spirit of divina- 
tion, was a source of money to her masters. She fol- 
lowed Paul and the others for many days crying out, 
“These men are servants of the Most High God, which 
show unto us the way of salvation!” Paul did not 
appreciate testimony from such a source, any more 
than Christ did similar testimony from men possessed 
with evil spirits, so he turned and said to the spirit, 
“I command thee in the Name of Jesus Christ to come 
out of her.” And he came out. 

VI. Paul and Silas in prison: 16:19-25 

When the masters of the slave girl saw that their 
hopes of gain was gone, for she was no longer of use 
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to them, they caught Paul and Silas and drew them 
into the marketplace unto the rulers and charged 
them with troubling the city and teaching customs 
which were not “lawful for Romans to observe.” It 
was easy to stir up people in this way, and without 
any investigation or trial, they laid many stripes upon 
them and cast them into prison, charging the jailor 
to keep them safely. He put them in the inner prison 
and made their feet fast in the stocks. It was a strange 
sound that the other prisoners heard that night for 
Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God. | 
often marvel at the courage of these men and ask my- 
self, what I would have done if I had been in their 
place. Would we be able to sing and pray if we were 
in prison, with bleeding backs, and cramped legs? 


VII. What must I do to be saved? 16:26-34 


At midnight came an earthquake. The foundations 
of the prison were shaken, the doors were opened, and 
everyone’s bands loosed. The keeper of the prison, 
awaking out of his sleep, would have killed himself, 
for of course he thought all the prisoners had escaped. 
But Paul cried to him with a loud voice assuring him 
that they were all there. The jailor called for a light 
and, trembling for fear, fell down at the feet of Paul 
and Silas saying, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
Paul answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house”. Here is another 
household baptism and as they were all baptized 
straightway, it would certainly seem that immersion 
was out of the question. My own idea is that they 
used some of the water he had brought to wash their 
stripes. 


Here was a conversion quite different from Lydia’s. 
It was more like Paul’s own. We must not expect 
an earthquake, or a blinding vision from heaven every- 
time, as in these cases. Lydia was just as genuinely 
converted as the jailer or Paul. 


VIII. The Magistrates eat “humble pie”: 16:35-40 


The next day the magistrates contemptuously sent 
word to let them go. But Paul answered: “They have 
beaten us openly and uncondemned, being Romans... 
let them come themselves and fetch us out”. They be- 
came afraid when they heard they were Romans and 
very humbly came and asked them to depart. This 
was a Roman colony and they had mistreated Roman 
citizens. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 24, 1960 








Scripture: John 15:1-8 





Suggested Hymns: 
“Rise Up! O Men of God” 
“Jesus Calls Us: O’er the Tumult” 
“O Zion, Haste! Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 


Suggestion to Program Leader: 


(It would be interesting to your young people to 
hear a first-hand report from someone who has attend- 
ed a meeting of the General Assembly as an official 
Commissioner. Perhaps your minister or one of the 
elders in your church has had this privilege and would 
be willing to tell your group how the General Assem- 
bly does its work. Even if you do not use the minister 
or elder in this way, it will be good to have him on 
hand at the end of the program to answer questions.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


As we learned last week, the General Assembly meets 
once a year. It is made up of an equal number of 
Ministers and Ruling Elders who are called Commis- 
sioners. The Assembly is presided over by a Moderator 


and assisted by the Stated Clerk, and several temporary 
Clerks. 


This governing body, called a church “court,” has 
the responsibility of directing the work of the Church 
for an entire year. How does it do it? Our speakers 
will give some answers to this question. 


First Speaker: 


It is obvious that the more than five hundred Com- 
missioners who make up the General Assembly can- 
not discuss in detail every matter which concerns the 
Church. For the sake of efficiency, much of the work 
of the Assembly is done in committees. As soon as the 
Assembly is organized, “standing committees” begin 
their meetings to consider and act upon the matters 
referred to them. There are fifteen of these commit- 
tees, and each Commissioner is a member of one of 
the committees. 


The Standing Committees are: (1) Bills and Over- 
tures, (2) Judicial Business, (3) Assembly’s Office, 
(4) The General Council, (5) World Missions, (6) 
Church Extension, (7) Education, (8) Annuities and 
Relief, (9) Women’s Work, (10) Interchurch Rela- 
tions, (11) Christian Relations, (12) The Minister 
and His Work, (13) Christianity and Health, (14) 
Presbyterian Survey, and (15) Television, Radio and 
Audio-Visuals. 


The General Assembly at Work 
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Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


As we have surely noticed, these committees cor- 
respond to the permanent boards and agencies of the 
Church . . . World Missions, Church Extension, etc. 
The boards, agencies, and “permanent committees” 
report to the General Assembly through the appropri- 
ate standing committees. For instance, if the Board 
of World Missions has a matter upon which it wants 
the General Assembly to take action, the matter is 
presented to the standing committee on World Mis- 
sions. The standing committee considers the matter, 
and makes a recommendation to the General Assembly. 
Requests and suggestions from the Church at large 
pertaining to World Missions come before the Gen- 


eral Assembly through the standing committee on 
World Missions. 


Each of the standing committees spends hours study- 
ing the matters referred to it. After prayer and careful 
study, the committee makes out its report including 
its recommendations. The reports are read to the 
whole Assembly and the recommendations are acted 
upon. If any member of the Assembly questions the 
wisdom of a committee recommendation, he has the 
right to voice his objection. The General Assembly 
often approves the recommendations made by the 
standing committees, but many are changed and some 
are rejected altogether. 


As we said earlier, most of the work of the Assembly 
is done through these committees. It is quite permis- 
sible, however, for any member of the Assembly to 
bring before that body directly any matter which con- 
cerns the Assembly so long as he does it in the proper 
manner and at the appropriate time. 


Second Speaker: 


After the Assembly has heard the reports of its 
standing committees and taken action on their recom- 
mendations, it undertakes to see that the recommenda- 
tions are carried out. The Assembly establishes boards, 
agencies, and permanent committees and gives them 
authority to carry out definite phases of the Church’s 
work. The Assembly defines the duties and respon- 
sibilities of these boards and agencies and elects dedi- 

(Cont. on p. 18) 
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(CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY) 


CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


. . - Of God’s Abundant Grace 
Romans 5:1-21 





February: 


In this lesson we are going to study a passage in the 
Letter to the Romans from the standpoint of the 
abundant Grace of God which is provided in Christ 
and through Christ. “Grace” is a divine “enableness” 
that God gives to the believer in order to help him do 
God’s will according to God’s promises. Grace is not 
some sort of “power” given me to do with as I please. 
Grace is God’s help when I am ready to do His will. 
God offers His guidance to me, making certain prom- 
ises, calling on me to come a certain way. If I come 
ini His way, He will do certain things in me and 
through me. That’s Grace. 


Now the inward disposition to walk in God’s way 
is not in my human nature. The natural heart “is at 
enmity against the law of God; is not subject to 
the law of God neither indeed can be” (Rom. 8:7). 
To walk in God’s way, I need His help. This help 
(Grace) first causes faith which He freely gives me to 
enable me to respond to His subsequent call to do His 
will. Let’s put it this way: No man naturally does 
what God tells him to do. Men only do what they 
want to do. If I don’t want to do something, not even 
the knowledge that it is what God wants me to do 
will make me do it. I don’t have it in me to do God’s 
will. But I do have it in me to do as I please. 


How, then, will I ever begin to walk in God’s way? 
By the help of God. Our God gives Himself (called 
His “Grace’”’) to me, enabling me to respond to Him. 
As I respond to His Grace, I receive more Grace. It 
is an abundant Grace because it covers every conceiv- 
able eventuality: “Where sin abounds Grace much 
more abounds” (Rom. 5:20). God is greater than 
our sin and no matter how unresponsive my heart may 
be to Him, His Grace can quicken my heart and enable 
it to respond to Him. 


The enabling of God, then, is His Grace. And 
Christ is the unifying center of this Grace, the “chan- 
nel” through which this Grace is ministered to us. 
This thought is set forth in Romans 5. The first 
eleven verses tell what it means to be in a state of 
Grace and the rest of the chapter tells how this opera- 
tion “Grace” is carried out. 


Paul begins: “Therefore, being justified by faith 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ”. This opening remark refers to what he has 
just said before. From the latter part of Chapter 
Three through Chapter Four the Apostle has been 
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talking about what it means for the believer to be “de- 


clared” or “reckoned” acceptable to God. The basic 
element in the word “justified” is the word “just” 
which means “just like God” or “just the way God 
wants it to be.” When we use the word as an adjective 
we mean to say that a person “meets all the require- 
ments.”” When someone is exactly as he ought to be, 
he is called “just.” 


JUSTIFICATION 


Now to “justify” is to make someone exactly what 
he ought to be even though he is not. To use a con- 
temporary illustration: A man does wrong and, be- 
cause he has done this wrong, he becomes liable to a 
penalty. He cannot be counted as being what he 
should have been until he pays the penalty. In a 
court of law the penalty may be a fine. For example, 
here is someone who has committed a misdemeanor of 
some kind. The court enters a judgment against him 
of $30 or 30 davs. He has his choice: pay the fine or 
go to prison. When he entered the court room he was 
a free man. But once indicted, once found guilty and 
sentence passed, he is no longer free. He now is in 
debt to the State in the amount of the penalty and if 
he cannot pay this fine he goes to prison. But another 
person can enter the court and pay the fine for him, 
an act which will set him free again. He mav be in 
prison with the prospect of staving there for 30 days, 
but if another person pays his fine he is set free to 
walk the streets as if he had never been found guilty. 
He has been “justified”. This does not mean that he is 
actually what he should have been, for he did commit 
that misdemeanor. But his record is now clear and he 
is justified. 


This is a picture of what happens in the spiritual 
life. For a person who sins the penalty is death: “The 
wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). He is marked 
for death. But the Lord Jesus comes in and dies for 
him, paying, as it were, his penalty. And Almighty God 
accepts the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus in place of the 
death of the sinner and the sinner goes out, as it were, 
“just”. That is to say, for the record he is treated as 
if there were nothing against him. This “justifica- 
tion” is through the Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
through what the Lord Jesus has done. It is ap- 


propriated, on our part, by faith, so that we are justi- 
fied by faith. 


The next stage is this: Having “peace with God 
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through our Lord Jesus Christ,” by Him we also “have 
access by faith into this Grace wherein we stand.” Now 
this “standing” is something further. And it is this 
further blessing that our study is about. 


SANCTIFICATION 


The “Grace wherein we stand” is the Grace of God 
reaching down to the justified sinner and enabling 
the (now) believer to walk in the way of God. Once 
justified, God does not say, “Now run along and do 
the best you can from here on.” This human being 
is still a human being and having fallen into sin be- 
fore, he will fall into sin again. But God has provided 
a Way: Grace in which to live. Not simply Grace for 
justification, or from destruction. 


From this point on in our Scripture the picture is of 
the life of the believer standing in Grace. In our access 
by faith into this Grace wherein we stand, we “rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God,” etc 


For a long time in my own experience, I used to 
think of the “glory of God” as something only in 
Heaven. I am still sure that when we get to Heaven 
we will find glory there. But it has become increas- 
ingly clear to me that the “glory of God” for which 
we are to “hope” will be fulfilled in this present world. 
This verse refers to the glory of God in us. You re- 
member the Catechism definition: “The chief end 
of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” This 
is the Grace wherein we stand: glorifying God and en- 
joying Him forever. 


What do we mean by the glory of God any- 
how? The Lord Jesus said, “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit,” (John 15:8). 
The suggestion here is that the glory of God is the 
spiritual fruit of the believer. This fruit (the “fruits 
of the Spirit” of Gal. 5:22) is Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
suffering, Goodness, Gentleness, Meekness, Self-control, 
Faith — in these the believer glorifies God. 


That word “glory” in common usage is associated 
with harvest time. The “glory” of a thing is exhibited 
in the fullness of it or the fulfillment of it: when it 
comes into its fullest and ripest stage. The glory of 
the wheatfield is the ripened wheat. The glory of 
God in a Christian is the evidence, in that Christian, 
of the above-mentioned fruit of the Spirit. When a 
Christian “rejoices in hope of the glory of God,” he 
finds joy in the expectation that he will walk closer 
to God and that God’s will is going to be done in his 
life. 


It is in this sense that verse three states, “we glory 
in tribulations also.” When I am confidently expect- 
ing God’s purpose for me to be done and love, joy, 
peace, etc., will begin to appear in my life, that expec- 
tation is not destroyed even in an experience of trouble 
or tribulation. When trouble comes it doesn’t disturb 
me or shake my confidence. ‘Tribulation (trouble) 
rather “worketh patience.” That is, it exercises my 
faith, it puts my faith to the test and produces patience 
or perseverance... The trouble you have refines your 
confidence in God, by faith producing assurance. 


ASSURANCE 


Faith in God is never equated with good fortune 
in the world; with health, wealth, freedom from suffer- 









I believe that God 
will take care of me — then, let us say, I have an 


ing. It is equated with assurance. 


automobile accident. That bit of trouble (tribula- 
tion) puts my faith to the test. The effect in my 
heart, by Grace, is an even stronger faith (patience) . 
And so “tribulation worketh patience and patience, 
experience and experience, hope: and hope maketh not 
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 


The phrase “hope maketh not ashamed” means that 
hope does not lead me into embarrassing frustrations, 
because, while all of my troubles are going on the love 
of God is spreading through my heart by the Holy 
Spirit which is given unto me. Now all of this is 
within the context of the knowledge that “Christ died 
for the ungodly.” When God loved us, He gave His 
Son to die for us. In this was the love of God mani- 
fest, that the Lord Jesus died for us. The increasing 
awareness (knowledge) of this the Holy Spirit “spreads 
abroad in our hearts.” This is the thought which is 
suggested in these verses (6-8) which related the death 
of the Lord Jesus to the assurance we have been talk- 
ing about. 


Paul is here saying, as I understand it, something 
like this: “I rejoice in the hope that God’s will is go- 
ing to be worked out in me and that I shall produce 
fruit under the Holy Spirit. This happens to me in 
spite of trouble. Whenever trouble comes, the Holy 
Spirit shows me that Christ Jesus died for me. When 
I am weak, He reminds me that when I was without 
strength Christ died for the ungodly. When my con- 
science burns on account of my sins, I remember that 
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God commended His love towards me in that while 
I was yet a sinner Christ died for me. In that way 
He enables me to continue trusting Him even though 
I have trouble.” 


SAVED FROM WRATH 


The next step is an understanding of the further 
work of the Holy Spirit, making our “standing in 
Grace” an escape from wrath: ‘Much more then, 
being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from wrath through Him” (v.9). 


Now the “wrath” of God is not just the coming 
judgment of the Great Throne and the “sea of fire” 
which follows it. To be “saved from wrath” has a 
contemporary aspect. In Rom. 1:18 we read, “For 
the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men,’ followed 
by a catalogue of the ways in which God’s wrath is 
revealed, what His wrath is actually like: “God gave 
them up to uncleanness” (Romans 1:24). “God gave 
them up to vile affections’ (Romans 1:26). “God 
gave them up to a reprobate mind” (Romans 1:28). 
There is the “wrath” of God. 


We must be careful to avoid the ordinary human 
connotation when we speak of the wrath of God. When 
we speak of “wrath” we usually think of someone being 
enraged about something; being furious about some- 
thing. But that is not the way to think of the wrath 
of God. His wrath should be thought of in much the 
same way as His blessing is thought of. When a per- 
son does well, God increases it to more good. (Re- 
member the parable of the talents and of the increase 
given to those who had done well). This is blessing. 
But when a person does evil, God increases it to more 
evil: that is wrath, or cursing. 


When I do wrong, I should ordinarily expect that 
more wrong will follow. If I have done badly on a 
given day, humanly speaking tomorrow I will do worse. 
The next day, still worse. That is the wrath of God. 
But by Grace, on account of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through faith, the wrath of God is turned into bless- 
ing. When I do wrong, the Lord Jesus, in the pres- 
ence of God, prays for me. As He prays for me and, 
as it were, expiates my sin, I am forgiven; I am 
cleansed. Tomorrow I shall not be worthy. But I 
shall have been delivered from the normal effects of 
my own evil. I shall be saved from wrath on account 
of my living Lord Jesus Christ; and that is an oc- 
casion of joy. 


The marvelous message of this whole passage is this: 
Because the risen, living Lord Jesus Christ is in Heaven 
interceding on my behalf, I can actually expect that 
as the days lengthen into years the evil in me will not 
get worse and worse, but rather the blessed things of 
God by the Holy Spirit in me will increase more and 
more. I can expect to increase in knowledge, right- 
eousness and holiness to the praise of His glorious 
Grace. 


A Christian can expect to receive and rejoice in the 
hope of the glory of God. More and more of the 
Grace of ; more and more of the fruit of the 


Spirit will appear in the believer because the living 
Lord Jesus 


rist is praying for him in the presence 
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of God. This is “Grace wherein we stand” — where. 

in we live. In this aspect of Christian experience, 

Christ is the unifying center of God’s abundant grace. 
* * * * 

Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary. This study is also available on tape. Write: 
The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, Station F., At- 
lanta 6, Ga. Ask for No. 243. (4 Lessons on each 
tape, set of three____ -$9.00.) 





YOUNG PEOPLE—from p. 15 


cated and capable people to membership on them. 
The boards and agencies employ full-time personne] 
to execute the work under their supervision. In order 
to finance the work, the General Assembly assigns a 
definite portion of the Church’s benevolence funds 
to each board or committee in accordance to its needs, 


It will help us understand the working of this sys- 
tem to take a specific example. The General Assembly 
decided that the Church should make certain provisions 
for its retired ministers and professional church work- 
ers. To carry out these provisions, it appointed eighteen 
men and women to the Board of Annuities and 
Relief. This board employed Mr. Charles Currie as 
its Executive Secretary. Mr. Currie and his staff, 
working under the supervision of the board, carry out 
the directions of the General Assembly. Mr. Currie is 
responsible to the Board of Annuities and Relief, and 
the board answers to the General Assembly which is 
made up of Commissioners elected by the Presbyteries, 
and who come originally from our local churches. ( Al- 
low time for questions and answers.) 


Closing Prayer. 
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KOREA—From p. 11 


with a group of “neutral” ministers 
and church leaders. 


29. After some days representatives 
of both sides were brought to- 
gether and as a result unani- 
mously agreed that a reuniting of 
the divided Assembly is imperative. 
They set up a committee to issue 
a joint statement and proceeded 
to arrange dates for subsequent 
meetings to carry out plans for a 
restoration of the broken bonds 
of Christian fellowship. 


Because of this much prayed for 
development, to now go into some of 
the personalities involved along with 
some of the internal issues having to 
do with honesty and truthfulness (or 
the lack of it), would at this stage 
contribute nothing to help the situa- 
tion and could well hinder the media- 
torial and remedial efforts now in 
effect. 


At the same time, because a very 
small minority group saw fit to invite 
Dr. Carl McIntire and a few followers 
to Korea to fan the flames of unrest 
and uncertainty and in so doing to 
widen the breach in the Church, it 
seems imperative that the record be 
set straight for those who wish to know 
the facts. 


For years the Korean Presbyterian 
Church has been a member of the 
World Council of Churches. Beginning 
more than a year ago the Koreans 
were told that this is a pro-Communist 
organization, one dedicated to the 
spread of liberal theology and to the 
establishment of a world church. They 
heard that membership in the W. C. C. 
makes a church “pro-Communist” and 
a part of the modernist apparatus, and 
that any individual who defends mem- 
bership in the W. C. C. becomes a part 
of this world conspiracy. 


In a land which has suffered so 
bitterly at the hands of Communism; 
where hundreds of ministers and tens 
of thousands of Christians have been 
martyred for their faith by the Reds; 
such allegations and attributing of 
guilt by association become matters 
of the deepest concern, even of life 
or death itself. 


Because of these wild assertions by 
McIntire and his followers the Korean 
Presbyterian Church (bitterly anti- 
Communist in attitude) is right now 
being subjected to police scrutiny in 
some areas. 


One of Korea’s veteran missionaries, 
a man widely known for his conserva- 
tive theological position, and for the 
power of the Holy Spirit which has 
rested on his ministry, speaking of the 
McIntire visit says: 


“No man or men ever acted from 
a lower or more unholy motive, 
that of engendering hate and di- 
vision among brethren. Wide and 
expensive publicity; wild irre_pon- 
sible and untrue statements; cal- 
culated deception; character assas- 
sination — no trick of the un- 
principled demagogue was ne- 
glected to deceive, confuse or 
incite the Korean Christians. The 
reaction has already set in, how- 
ever, and most of those whose 
names were listed in the publicity 
as sponsors of the team are in- 
sisting their signatures were 
forged. Whether that be true or 
not we do wish to say that the 
denial indicates that the unworthi- 
ness of the motive and the un- 
truthfulness of the message of the 
visitors is being recognized.” 


The writer can attest to having seen 
some of the elder statesmen in the 
Korean Church rise in wrath against 
one of the chief supporters of Dr. Mc- 
Intire when they learned what he had 
done and discovered his letter, pub- 
lished in the Beacon. 


At this writing it seems inevitable 
that a small “splinter” of hard-core 
extremists and rabble rousers will re- 
fuse to return to the reunited church. 
This can prove a blessing. But, if 
misguided friends in America con- 
tribute funds to enable them to carry 
on their work it will be like pouring 
oil on flames, and the recipients of 
this money may use it, not to “defend 
the faith’ but to further their own 
personal plans. 


In Korea the recommendation of the 
Cleveland Study Conference that Red 
China be admitted to the United Na- 
tions and given diplomatic recognition 
was an infuriating suggestion. Many 
of us agree. But this action of the 
Cleveland group has been attributed to 
the World Council, rather than the 
N.C.C., in Korea, with resulting con- 
fusion and deep resentment. 


The writer is leaving Korea greatly 
encouraged. Men of genuine Christian 
spirit and with a love for their church 
are joining from both factions to bring 
the church together. For the sake of 
unity those who have favored the 
World Council of Churches have read- 
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ily agreed that the church should 
withdraw from that organization. At 
the same time they have insisted that 
the untrue accusations against the 
W.C.C. be refuted. 


The Women of the Church, under 
able and spiritual leadership, are sol- 
idly against the split. Leaders in the 
Young People’s organization and the 
Sunday School are also taking this 
position while there are a growing 
number of “neutrals’’ who regard the 
controversy and resulting division as 
utterly unjustified and something 
which must be resolved. 


There is a great spirit of prayer 
abroad. There are individuals who 
must repent and some may find it 
necessary to submit to discipline al- 
though in a reunited church true re- 
vival will bring its own disciplinary 
action. The Theological Seminary, the 
very “heart of the church,” must be 
reunited while many other difficult 
tasks must be faced and solved. 


The Korean church was born in a 
revival. From 1903 to 1907 there was 
such a mighty work of the Holy 
Spirit in that land that the entire 
Christian world was stirred. From that 
day the church has been known for 
its spiritual fervor and evangelistic 
zeal. At the same time, no church in 
modern history has suffered as has 
this—from Japanese oppression; World 
War II; Communist invasion and the 
subsequent Korean war; and in some 
ways the most difficult of all—the 
demoralization which has come with 
liberation in the South and the post- 
war problems of love for money, low- 
ered moral and spiritual standards, 
and a seeming abnormal desire for 
ecclesiastical position and power on 
the part of some. 


But the deep sense of need, of re- 
pentance and of prayer which is in 
evidence today can bring this great 
church her greatest and most fruit- 
ful period of service. 


Nothing can contribute more to this 
happy outcome than the prayers of 
God’s people in America. The healing 
of this wound should be a matter of 
daily and fervent petition. In some 
measure the outcome rests in the hands 
of Christians in the home-land who 
pray for these brothers in Christ, for 
a cleansing and empowering work of 
the Holy Spirit in Korea today. 
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HOUSTON, Tex. — (PN) — Two 
new Presbyterian Churches have been 
organized in Houston by commissions 
of Brazos Presbytery since the middle 
of October. 


Fontaine Presbyterian Church was 
organized in the northeast part of the 
city, and another, yet unnamed, in 
the northwest. Only the Fontaine 
Church has a minister, the Rev. George 
W. Alexander. 


Both new churches are the products 
of work done by the Greater Houston 
Extension Committee. 





AUSTIN, Tex. — Midwinter Lec- 
ture Week at Austin Presbyterian The- 
ological Seminary, Austin, Texas, will 
be Feb. 1-5, according to President 
David L. Stitt. 


Lecturers will be Dr. James H. Nich- 
ols of Chicago, Ill., Dr. Ganse Little of 
Pasadena, Calif., and Dr. Charles L. 
King of Houston, Tex. 


Dr. Nichols will be presented on the 
Thomas White Currie Lectureship and 
will speak on the topic “The Mercers- 
burg Theology.” He is professor of 
church history on the Federated The- 
ological Faculty in Chicago. 


Dr. Little, the Robert F. Jones Lec- 
turer, is the pastor of the Pasadena 
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena, 
Calif. He is the president of the 
Board of Christian Education, United 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. Dr. 
Little’s lectures will be titled “The 
Right to Teach: The Church’s Min- 
istry of Christian Education.” 


Dr. King, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Austin Seminary, is the 
pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church in Houston. He is presented 
as the E. C. Westervelt Lecturer. His 
topic will be “A Man and His Min- 
istry.” 





LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Hounded by 
expressways for the past five years, 
the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary 
is planning one more jump to escape 
them! 


With the approval today (Dec. 8, 
59) of the sale of the 21 acre “Nor- 
ton tract”? in Cherokee Park by the 
Board of Trustees of the Southern 
Baptist Seminary, the Presbyterian 
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Seminary expects to combine that with 
the purchase of an adjacent tract of 
17 acres owned by Al J. Schneider, 
on which the seminary has an option. 
The two tracts together will provide 
a campus site 6 acres larger than the 
Seneca Park tract which the seminary 
acquired in 1954 for a campus. 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — (PN) — 
The first Sunday in December was a 
big one for Presbyterians here. Ground 
was broken for a new educational unit 
for Third Presbyterian Church. And 
South Highland Presbyterian Church 
dedicated their newly renovated educa- 
tional building. 


Bryan Memorial Educational Build- 
ing, named in honor of the pastor of 
Third Presbyterian from 1889 to 1941, 
is expected to be completed by early 
summer at a cost of $142,000. It is 
the first major building program for 
the church since 1901 when Brother 
Bryan, as he was affectionately known 
to all, was the minister. 


The South Highland Presbyterians 
began a $640,000 expansion program 
in 1953 which included the erection 
of an addition to the plant, remodeling 
the sanctuary and remodeling the ed- 
ucational building. The work was 
done in that order and is now com- 
pleted. 


Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes, pastor of 
Granada Presbyterian Church in Coral 
Gables, Fla., returned to the South 
Highland Church which he served for 
ten years until 1957, to take part in 
the dedication services. 


NEW ORLEANS, La. 


— (i) — 
A new building on a new site is be- 
ing constructed by Kenner Presby- 


terian Church, the Rev. Paul W. 
Chapin, pastor has announced. 


At a total cost near $110,000 a 
unit to serve for education and wor- 
ship will be built first. Later a per- 
manent sanctuary will be erected on 
the new site. 





ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Protestant Radio and Television Cen- 
ter, the world’s largest distributor of 
religious radio and TV programs here, 
was burglarized in mid-December. 


In the midst of a heavy production 
schedule involving several special 
Christmas projects, thieves broke in 
over a weekend and stole some $5,000 
worth of recording equipment. 


The thieves broke down ten doors 
in the process of stealing. In addi- 
tion to the recording equipment taken, 
nearly $100 which had been donated 
to the work of the Center had been 
taken. 





LARGER PARISH CONFERENCE 


ATHENS, Tex. — A statewide Pan- 
Presbyterian Conference on the 
LARGER PARISH FOR TEXAS was 
held at the Christian Youth Founda- 
tion, Athens, Texas on November 
16-17. 


This conference was attended by 
staff and council members from eight 
larger parishes. All the Presbyterian, 
U. S.; U. S. A., and Cumberland 
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® It’s startling but true— 
there are more pagans in 
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Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
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parishes of the state were represented. 
These parishes serve four city 
churches, twenty-four town churches, 
and nine open country churches, with 
total membership of almost three thou- 
sand. 


The featured speaker was Dr. James 
M. Carr, Secretary of the Town and 
Country Department of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. The conference, 
which was the first one of its kind 
held in the area for Presbyterian 
Churches proved quite helpful to those 
who attended. It was under the di- 
rection of Rev. P. J. Garrison, Execu- 





tive Secretary of Northeast Texas 
Presbytery. 
DECATUR, Ga. — (PN) — Co- 


lumbia Theological Seminary celebrat- 
ed Founders’ Day here December 15 
and 16 for the first time in its 131- 
gear history. 


Students, faculty and friends gath- 
ered in the seminary chapel on Tues- 
day to hear Dr. William Childs Robin- 
son, professor of Church history, de- 
liver an address on “The History of 
Columbia Seminary.” Dr. Cecil 
Thompson, professor of missions, 
spoke the following day on “The Mis- 
sionary History of Columbia Semi- 
nary.” 


The school began as the Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary of the 
Synod of South Carolina and Georgia 
in 1829. Dr. Goulding was the first 
professor of theology, with five stu- 
dents in that first class meeting in 
Lexington, Ga. 


The present name was inaugurated 
the following year when Dr. Goulding 
and his students moved to Columbia, 
S. C. There the school remained un- 





til it moved to Greater Atlanta in 
1927. 
DALLAS, Tex. — (PN) — There 


is a new church in Northeast Texas 
Presbytery. St. John Presbyterian 
Church here was organized on the af- 
ternoon of the first Sunday in Decem- 
ber. 


The Rev. Richard V. Powell, Jr., 
has been named pastor of the congrega- 
tion which has been meeting in a 
school building since March. A seven- 
acre plot has been purchased for the 
new church’s building site. 


The church was started by the Pres- 
byterian Church Extension Committee 
of Dallas. 





MAMMON, THE DEMON OF 
GREED, by John Harris, Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Co., 311 pp. $3.75. 


The author of this book was an 
early nineteenth century preacher of 
England, John Harris, and the manu- 
script was submitted in a competitive 
book contest in 1835. It was published 
in 1836, by Thomas Ward & Co., of 
London, and this reprint is a notable 
contribution to that series of reprint- 
ed classics of Christendom, designed 
to enrich the devotional and practical 
life of twentieth century Christians. 


The author seeks to point out that 
the weakness of the Church is due 
to the covetousness of the members. 
He blames the Church’s failures on 
the apparent selfishness of the average 
church member. “Selfishness, the dis- 
ease of the world, is the prevailing 
malady of the Church.” Harris in- 
veighs against selfishness with such 
statements as “Selfishness is fallen 
self-love. It is self-love in excess, 
blind to the existence and excellence 
of God, and seeking its happiness in 
inferior objects by aiming to subdue 
them to its own purposes.” 


The author urges Christian liberality 
as a cure for this weakness in the 
church: “In every section of the Chris- 
tian Church, a spirit of self-denying 
benevolence is the exception and a 
spirit of worldly self-indulgence, which 
leaves little for God is the rule... 
among the revolutions which must pre- 
cede the universal reign of Christ 
must be a revolution in the economy 
of Christian benevolence.” 


Stewardship experts in church 
agency and pulpit will find a wealth 
of material to buttress their pleas for 
a more benevolent awareness of the 
Gospel’s demands; and the average 
bench member will find cause to pause 
and consider his “love of money” 
which is “the root of all evil.” 

—Rev. George H. Kirker 
Raymond, Miss. 





HILLSIDE OF HEAVEN, by F. 
Paul McConkey. Wm. B. Eerdmans 


88 pp. 


Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 
$2.50. 
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Dr. McConkey’s first book of 
poetry, so indicative of God in nature, 
reflects the unusual beauty of the 
Northwest, interpreted by one keenly 
sensitive to the world about us and 
deeply cognizant of the human heart. 


A student at Princeton under Dr. 
Henry Van Dyke, Dr. McConkey has 
spent most of his life in the East; but 
as a result of an eighteen-year min- 
istry in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Seattle, he has lost his heart to the 
Northwest, as the majority of his 
poems testify. 


The author’s omission of several of 
the poems from the fifty which make 
up the collection would possibly have 
resulted in a more perfect volume. 
But there is a pleasing variety of 
verse form and an even more pleasing 
knowledge that here is a retired Pas- 
tor — Poet who has walked with God. 

—Frances Louise Medlin 
Houston, Mississippi. 





STANDARD LESSON COMMEN. 
TARY, Orrin Root Ed. Standard Pub- 
lishing Company, Cincinnati, Ohio. 448 
pp. $2.95. 

This volume speaks for itself as we 
examine the plan followed by the 
editors in their treatment of the les- 
son. The printed text is the familiar 
King James Version. There is a 
word of Introduction and a Lesson 
Background for each. This is fol- 
lowed by three or four pages of ex- 
planation of the text in which each 
verse is commented upon. 


There is a column of two or three 
“Quotable Quotes” from men like 
Alexander Maclaren, Joseph Parker, 
John Ryle, John Calvin and Charles 
Spurgeon. Next we have a page or 
two of discussion and application, the 
“Lesson Outline’ and some “Pithy 
Points” to remember. A page is de- 
voted to “The Truth for Daily Liv- 
ing’ with a “Lesson Quiz.” The last 
page is taken up with “Teaching the 
Lesson” and “Seeing the Lesson”, a 
blackboard talk. Suggestions are made 
on how to begin, how to present, and 
how to apply the lesson to life. One 
little paragraph is called “Closing 
Moments”. Let me quote one of 
these: “If some members of the class 
have never accepted Christ as their 
Saviour, point out the importance of 
making this decision’’. 


There are outstanding articles on 
various subjects, such as “Law or 
Grace”, “Parables of the King”, 
“God’s Sure Word of Prophecy”. At 
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the end of each quarter there is a 
Review, or “Quarterly Quiz”. The 
Bible is accepted as the inspired Word 
of God, and our infallible guide. 
Christ is presented as the Son of God 
and Saviour of a lost world of sin- 
ners. The object of the book is to 
lead men to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ as their divine Lord and 
Master and persuade them to accept 
Him as their personal Saviour. Here 
is a commentary that feeds our souls 
and fills us with a desire to teach 
others, in a more effective way, the 
“Wonderful Words of Life’’. 


—J. Kenton Parker 
Mount Mourne, N. C. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


BUILDING A CHURCH CHOIR, by 


Harry R. Wilson and Jack L. Lyall. 
Shmitt, Hall & McCreary, Minneapolis. 
192 pp. $4.00. A comprehensive manual 


for the organizing, promoting, directing, 
rehearsing and performing of church choirs. 
Includes suggestions about how to pro- 
mote congregational singing and how to 
expand the total musical program of the 
church. Comprehensive lists of choir music 
available from various publishers together 
with estimate of difficulty. 


GOD'S HEALING POWER, by Edgar L. 
Sanford. Prentic-Hall, Inc., N. J. 224 pp. 
$4.95. Spiritual healing for problems of 
health, finances, family relationships, work 
and social life. The thesis that faith in 
God's power to heal can lead to real 
healing. An Episcopalian coming perilously 
close to Christian Science. 


GOING DEEPER, by Sidlow Baxter. 
Zondervan Publ. House, Grand Rapids. 
205 pp. $3.00. A _ spiritually enriching 
book on knowing, loving and serving our 
Lord Jesus Christ. For personal, spiritual 
enrichment, through devotional meditation. 
Good as a gift for someone. 


BY SEARCHING, by Isobel Kuhn. 
Moody Press, Chicago. 192 pp. $2.95. An 
autobiography of early girlhood years, told 
almost as a novel. This great missionary 
of China Inland Mission here offers a 
personal testimony fascinating to read for 
purposes of inspiration. 


PRAYER—CONVERSING WITH GOD, 
by Rosalind Rinker. Zondervan Publ. Co., 
Grand Rapids. 116 pp. $2.00. A moving, 
personal testimony about prayer as con- 
versation with God. For any who wish 
to know how to make their own prayer- 
lives more effective. 


THE ARCHIVES TELL A STORY, by 
Charles D. Bates. Gill Printing Co., Mo- 
bile, Ala. 204 pp. $5.00. A complete and 
detailed history, profusely illustrated, of 
the Government Street Presbyterian Church, 
Mobile, Ala. 


OUT OF THIS WORLD, by Walter D. 
Corning. Greenwich Book Pbl., N. Y. 55 
pp. $2.00. Science fiction very much after 
the manner of C. S. Lewis, except that 
the religious perspective is not Christian 
as an Evangelical would understand it. 








GOOD BOOKS FOR YOUR 
CHURCH, SUNDAY SCHOOL 
OR HOME LIBRARY 


Any book listed below sent free and 
postpaid for one NEW subscription 
to the Journal ($3.00 per year). 


selling 
price 
Sr. Luke’s Lire or Jesus $2.75 
By G. Aiken Taylor 
JouHN CALVIN: 
ExposiroryY PREACHER $2.50 
By Leroy Nixon 
Tue TRIAL oF Jesus CuRIst $2.00 
By Frank J. Powell 
SUPREME AUTHORITY $2.00 


By Novell Geldenhuys 


Tue Fairu or CuHuristeNDOoM $3.00 
By Vander Meulen 


WHat PresByTERIANS BeLiEvE $2.00 
By Gordon H. Clark 


Tue Impact oF CHRISTIANITY 
ON THE NON-CHRISTIAN WorRLD $2.50 
By J. H. Bavinck 


Tue Marcu or TrutTu $2.50 
By Stephen Szabo 

THe Gospe. or EZEKIEL $2.95 
By Thomas Guthrie 

CHRISTIANITY RIGHTLY 

So CALLED $2.75 
By Samuel G. Craig 

Lorp or GLoRY $3.50 
By B. B. Warfield 

PROGRESS OF DOCTRINE $1.75 
By Thomas D. Bernard 

Gop TRANSCENDENT AND 

OTHER SERMONS $2.50 
By Gresham Machen 

Tue Docrrines OF GRACE $3.95 


By George S. Bishop 


This offer good until March 1, 1960 
List second choice in case supply of 
your first choice is exhausted. 


THE 
PRESBYTERIAN 


JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Spurgeon’s 
SERMONS 
ON 
SOVEREIGNTY 


The Author 
Cc. H SPURGEON 

A volume of 18 select ser- 

mons by the great preacher 

who was unexcelled in the 


preaching of these Scriptural 
doctrines 


Sermon Subjects 
Misrepresentations of True Calvinism 
Cleared Away. 
Divine Sovereignty 
The Infallibility of God’s Purpose. 
Election 


Election: Its Defences and Evidences. 

Particular Redemption. 

Plenteous Redemption. 

Prevenient Grace 

Human Inability 

Effectual Callina 

Resurrection With Christ 

Free Grace 

Distinaulshing Groce. 

Salvotion Altogether by Grace 

The Perseveronce of the Soalnts 

The Doctrines of Grace Do Not Lead 
To Sin 


Providence 
Providence--As Seen In the Book of 

Fether 

Also contains a bioaravhical 
sketch of Snurgeon’s life. along 
with a full page picture. 

This book has just been pub- 
lished and is bound in a beau. 
tiful cloth binding, with a 
handsome jacket. If you want 
a book which contains some 
of the greatest sermons ever 
preached on the Sovereignty 
of God, you will want this one 
by Spurgeon. 


PRICE — $3.50 


Order trom: 


Baptist Examiner Book Shop 
Ashland, Kentucky 


MINISTERS 


W. F. Lee, from Menlo, 
Birmingham, Ala., 
church. 


H. G. Bedinger (H.R.), from Pine- 
ville, N. C., to 311 S. Winston St., 
Florence, S. C. 


B. A. Meeks, from Crocker, Miss., 
to Perry, Mo. 


Todd W. Allen, recent graduate 
of Columbia Seminary, has been or- 
dained pastor of Mars Hill and Mid- 
way churches, Acworth, Ga. 


Ga., to 
Forest Hills 


J. Herndon McCain, Shades Valley 
Church, Birmingham, has announced 
his intention to accept a call to be- 
come Associate Pastor of the First 
Church, Baton Rouge, La. 


DEATHS 


Richard S. Marks, brother of Mrs. 
Henry B. Dendy, died in Columbia, 
S. C., Dec. 17 after a long illness. 


LETTERS 


MINISTER’S ANNUITY PROGRAM 


I have just had the opportunity to 
read your editorial, “Retired Ministers 
and Part-time Work.” Want to con- 
gratulate you on your fine explana- 
tion of this most difficult subject to 
many and I believe that you have done 
us a very constructive good in this 
editorial. Many thanks for your co- 
operation and assistance in this matter. 

—Charles J. Currie, Ex. Sec. 
Atlanta, Georgia 





LOVELESSNESS? 


Having served in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., I am not at all 
unfamiliar with the Journal — its 
policies, point of view, etc. 


It seems to me that you are so 
negative and critical in so many of 
the articles which appear that I could 
not conscientiously endorse the Jour- 
nal, nor would I be interested in a 
subscription. 


I wonder if you, yourself, do not 


feel that there are times when the 
Journal expresses the viewpoint of 
what might be called “modern day 
Pharisaism?”’ 


In an effort to be positive, rather 
than negative or critical myself, may 
I quote a statement that I read not 
too long ago: “If love be the greatest 
virtue, then perhaps there is no great- 
er heresy than lovelessness.” 

—(Rev.) John Calvin Reid 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 
* 


* * * * 


By all means let’s be positive—Ed. 





SADISM? 


Glancing through your Dec. 2 issue, 
I chanced upon the opening para- 
graph of Mr. Hill’s article, “The Chris- 
tian School,” describing the small 
child “mangled on the rocks...” Why 
is it that the literary output of re- 
ligious conservatives seems always 
filled with examples of blood, horror 
and tragedy? The parables chosen by 
our Lord are quite free from this 
negative emphasis . . . Whence then 
this fruit of sadism? 

—F. William Clemenson 
McCormick Theological Seminary 

* * *” * * 


We glanced back over the parables 
of our Lord. Most of them refer to 
“unprofitable 
darkness” to 


servants,” to “outer 

the destruction of 
“wicked men” to men “beaten and 
left half dead,” to those to be “cut 
off.””, We would not accuse the Lord 
of sadism.—Ed. 





T. V. “MONSTER” 


I have a splendid suggestion for 
those of your readers who are exer- 
cised about T. V. indiscretions. Let 
them sell the one-eyed monsters, de- 
voting the financial proceeds to the 
cause of Missions and the salvaged 
time to prayer and Bible study. 

—Herman R. Reitz 

Union Theological Seminary, Va. 





FURORE IN TEXAS 


The articles that are forthcoming 
by Dr. Gutzke are causing quite a 
furore among the Dallas churches. 
Everyone here loves him very much 
and they are looking forward with 
much anticipation to his contributions. 

—A. C. Hamilton, Jr. 
Dallas, Texas 
* * * * * 

We have long wondered what it 

weuld take to cause a furore in Tex- 


as. We hope that when the dust dies 
down, there will be a few churches on 
the Every Family Plan. ($2.00)—Ed, 





SWEET SOUNDS 


I think your magazine is wonderful! 
I look forward to it each week. Thank 
you for such interesting and inspiring 
articles. I greatly admire L. Nelson 
Bell. I also like the new layout. 
—Mrs. Marvin Roberts, Jr. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





This magazine is certainly wel- 
come in my home. I always study 
the Sunday School lesson and find it 
most helpful. The other articles are 
filled with spiritual food for all who 
read them. I would do without any 
other magazine before I would the 
Journal. The sermon on “Heaven” 
was great. I wish everyone could have 
read it. 

—Mrs. J. L. Gray 
Elkin, N. C. 





I would like to add my appreciation 
to the others expressed for the “new” 
Journal. Your issue of Dec. 9 (on 
Care for the Aged) was especially in- 
teresting. Thanks to L. N. B. for his 
editorial, “Horizon Unlimited.” We 
pray for your continued success. 


—Mrs. W. P. DeNux 
Alexandria, La. 





Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


Presents 


Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, Jr. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Topic for 
Jan. 17 


“WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 
MOST 


be 


i OF ALL?” 
Redhead 


Dr. 


Write for copies of messages to 
the radio station over which they 
are heard, or to 


TRAV 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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